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Apex Project:  National Correctional Facility - Central Australia 

Construction Cost: $600M to $750M 

Jobs Created:  Construction phase 650 / Ongoing FTE 180 / Ongoing Indirect 450 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Introduction: 
 
The Alice Springs Major Business Group (ASMBG) is comprised of larger Alice Springs businesses and 
business leaders whose success depends on the prosperity of the Alice Springs and Central Australian 
economies and community. Each of the member businesses has a history of investment in Alice 
Springs and are committed to its future. Collectively, the ASMBG employs directly and indirectly over 
1700 employees in Alice Springs alone, has invested over $200 million in capital over the past 5 years 
and has an annual turnover of more than $500 million. In CY2020, the ASMBG has been successful in 
generating over $100M in projects for Alice Springs. 
 
The ASMBG was established in June 2018 for local major businesses to have a strong cohesive voice in 

advising and influencing Government on issues which are important to the immediate and future 

prosperity of the Northern Territory economy. The Group has the capacity to provide advice and 

guidance for potential investors and collectively identify potential major projects that are beneficial to 

the economy through informing and influencing all levels of Government. 

Project Background: 

The ASMBG identified that the Australian Government does not have a National Policy regarding the 
incarceration of political or terrorist prisoners to prevent radicalisation of inmates within our State 
and Territory prison systems.  The ASMBG are proposing a dedicated National Correctional Facility be 
developed in Central Australia. 
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According to a recent published research paper (Salus Journal, Vol 6, Number 1, 2018) titled 
‘Australian Correctional Management Practices for Terrorist Prisoners’, management practices for 
incarcerated terrorists is an important counterterrorism policy consideration.  
 
Moreover, there is a misconception that once incarcerated, terrorists cease to be a risk. If correctional 
management regimes are implemented poorly, terrorist prisoners may be afforded the opportunity to 
remain active while incarcerated, including the recruitment and radicalisation of other prisoners, and 
the planning of future attacks. Equally, they may be viewed as role models or martyrs for sympathisers 
to aspire to. 
 
With the absence of a USA style ‘Federal Penitentiary’ system within Australia, both NSW and Victoria 
have differing approaches to the management of prisoners. Despite the magnitude of the 
consequences, there is no agreed approach to managing Australian terrorist prisoners. 
 
With reports that released terrorist prisoners, and those inspired by them, continue to seek to travel 
to foreign conflict zones to engage in terrorist training and activities, the objectives of offender 
rehabilitation are not being achieved. In view of this, policy-makers should consider reassessing 
current strategies. Focus should also extend beyond the immediate containment considerations to 
encompass post-release factors. By doing so, the benefits for society would increase. 
 
The ASMBG would like to further explore the concept of a national centralised dedicated correctional 
facility located in Central Australia and develop a viable commercial management model for Federal, 
State and Territory Governments. Consultation has already taken place with Federal, State and 
Territory Ministers including the Hon Peter Dutton MP, Hon Michael McCormack MP, Hon Matthew 
Canavan, Hon Anthony Albanese, Senator Sam McMahon and Chief Minister Michael Gunner. 
 
It is also envisaged the proposal would qualify for NAIF with initial construction costs estimated to be 
between $600m and $750m. 
 
I have attached correspondence including responses from both the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Senator Dutton MP. We are finalising another media release highlighting the inaction by the current 

Australian Government on this issue.  

Any support would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Dave Batic 

Chairman ASMBG 
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