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SUBJECT: Letter of support 

24/ 07/ 2020 

 
Dear Chief Minister, Territory Economic Reconstruction Commission and Team Territory, 

In response to the Northern Territory Government’s recent call to action requesting recommendations for the 
rebound of the Territory's economy, Central Australia Regional Group of Organisations (CARGO) submitted 
“Fantastic Five for Central Australia” acclaiming five Territory priorities.  As a project partner and ambassador 
for the undertaking of major Indigenous infrastructure projects in Central Australia, Desert Knowledge 
Australia (DKA) writes in support of the proposal submitted by CARGO with discrete focus on the National 
Indigenous Cultural Centre and Gallery endorsed herein.  

CARGO outlined a National Indigenous Cultural Centre and Gallery that would “provide a nationally recognised 
space for the exploration of Aboriginal Human Expression, through dance, art, theatre, song, music, fashion, 
film, literature, language, framed by the narratives of significant national songlines, alongside symposiums on 
anthropology, history, architecture, agriculture, social development and economic futures” (CARGO 
Submission #047). 

The NT Chief Minister announced funding of $50m towards a National Aboriginal Art Gallery in Alice Springs 
last year, and $20m seeding capital towards a distinctly separate National Aboriginal Culture Centre. The NTG 
appointed a Steering Committee, which will be considering the scope of the Art Gallery as well as potential 
sites in Alice Springs. There has been much discussion in Central Australia about the proposed National 
Aboriginal Art Gallery, its formation, its location and potential linkages to the proposed national culture centre. 

The Steering Committee of the National Indigenous Culture Centre (NICC) made up of Indigenous cultural 
representatives from most Australian states and territories, the Alice Springs Town Council and DKA request 
NT Government support for the co-location of a National Indigenous Art Gallery and a National Indigenous 
Cultural Centre on the Desert Knowledge Precinct (DKP) site.   The NICC Steering Committee’s strong view, 
which is universally accepted by Indigenous peoples, is that Indigenous art and culture cannot be artificially 
separated and supports a combined National Indigenous Art & Culture Centre on the Desert Knowledge 
Precinct to accord with the legally binding ILUA and to fully respect Aboriginal people and their customs. 

The Desert Knowledge Precinct’s block of land is available now to move forward with both projects under 
Indigenous leadership, in accordance with the United Nations charter of Indigenous Rights. The Precinct’s 
operations and development are governed by an Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) that was established 
in 2006, signed by Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation, the Northern Territory Government, Desert 
Knowledge Australia, and the Central Land Council.  From the outset, the ILUA envisaged the creation of a 
‘Living Desert Cultural Centre’ within the Desert Knowledge Precinct.  

The NICC’s vision is to create a centre, which showcases the diversity of Australia’s Indigenous peoples and 
cultures and depicts how they have contributed to modern-day society. The NICC will include and express 
Aboriginal cultures from all areas across Australia, bringing them together at the beating heart of the nation: 



 

Alice Springs.  

Committed to indigenous economic development and independence, it will provide a dynamic retail and 
workshop ‘village’ providing outlets for Indigenous artists and community art centres, and links to indigenous 
enterprises across Australia.  

It will be a place of learning and reconciliation for all Australians, so we can all better understand the 
extraordinary land, culture and history we share and find a better way of living together. It will inspire and 
spiritually and emotionally uplift the Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples of Australia with its complete 
and truthful narrative of Australia’s story since humankind walked on this continent.  

Conceived on a scale worthy of sixty thousand years of history, the NICC will be a major economic and social 
driver for Central Australia and its Indigenous People.   A strong social and financial business case, including 
independent economic analysis, prepared by Deloitte, underpin the viability of the project as the centrepiece 
for telling the First Australians’ story. Feasibility analyses already completed indicate NICC could rapidly 
become an important large-scale infrastructure project, generating vital local employment, social and 
economic opportunities, contributing to the Australian identity.   

The NICC business case prepared by Deloitte includes a national and international survey with a 530 sample 
size and from the survey data collected, the business case demonstrates strong support for the establishment 
of NICC.  Moreover, based on the number of positive survey responses, Deloitte confidently estimate their 
256,000 NICC visitors in the second year of operations, rising to 527,000 in year 5 (2027). 

The projected positive benefit cost ratio of 1.06 and net benefits of $5.1m to the NT economy over the 30-year 
appraisal period is remarkable for a national cultural institution.  Deloitte’s NICC business case determines the 
estimated net benefits of this project reflect the high value that national and international visitors are 
expected to place on an Australian national indigenous cultural centre as a unique cultural experience; a 
significant contributor to Australia’s national identity, and to Australia’s brand globally.  

The NT Rebound brief seeks submissions for projects that will significantly contribute to the goal of creating 
35,000 new jobs and a $40 billion economy in the Territory by 2030.  DKA recommends a combined 
investment for a National Indigenous Cultural Centre and Gallery located on the Desert Knowledge Precinct 
that will capitalise on the Territory’s strategic position and competitive advantages.  This major infrastructure 
project with an Indigenous and national vision is an act of healing, and reconciliation for Indigenous peoples 
around Australia.  It will attract private investment through corporate social responsibility and reconciliation 
action plans, it will create jobs, attract further tourism investments as a lure for increased Alice Springs 
visitation, and it builds on the national marketing message for the NT inspired by Indigenous culture. 

DKA endorse the development of a combined National Indigenous Cultural Centre and gallery that best 
positions the Territory to rebound strongly from the current crisis and a way to unlock further economic 
opportunities. The social and economic benefits generated by NICC to all Australians, will be immense and 
NICC will provide a real gateway for Governments’ in meetings its “Closing the Gap” targets. 

It is a Nation Building project whose time has come.  DKA look forward to seeing the economic vision for the 
Territory and all NICC stakeholders come alive this financial year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr Dan Tyson 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


