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23 July 2020 

 

Team Rebound Taskforce  

GPO Box 3200 

Darwin NT 0801 

Via email: ntrebound@nt.gov.au 

 

Attention: Sibylle Brautigam  

 

 

Dear Sibylle,  

 

RE: Territory Economic Reconstruction Commission  

Stage 3 Consultation  

 

Thank you for the opportunity for the Planning Institute of Australia (NT Division) (PIA) to provide 

comment on the Territory Economic Reconstruction Commission. As the peak body for planning 

professionals in Australia, PIA commends Team Rebound, Team Territory and the Territory 

Economic Reconstruction Commission (TERC) for the work and consultation undertaken to date.  

 

PIA wishes to acknowledge the significant work already undertaken by TERC in producing the ‘First 

Report’ earlier this week. The intent of this PIA submission is to provide feedback on key planning 

opportunities and policy settings, with a view to assisting Team Rebound and the TERC in building 

a strong path toward economic recovery in the Northern Territory.  

 

Having reviewed the TERC First Report document, PIA supports the focus and initial 

recommendations for the following initiatives in relation to the planning industry in particular: 

• The detailed business case development and economic options assessment of new water 

supply infrastructure for the Greater Darwin Region (Recommendation 8);  

• Accelerated upgrades of key road infrastructure (Recommendation 9);  

• Review of the Darwin Waterfront Expansion in regard to the City Deals program 

(Recommendation 12);  

• Consultation with, and involvement of, local Aboriginal Territorians to lead, partner and 

participate in the economic development of the Territory (Recommendation 13); and  

• Regulatory and Administrative Reform, including reduced timeframes for approvals 

(Recommendation 15).  

 

Along with the other outlined recommendations, the above initiatives warrant further exploration 

by TERC, given the potential for significant short, medium and long-term benefits to the Territory.  

 

PIA does bring to the attention of the TERC, five additional key issues that should be addressed 

when progressing the economic recovery of the Territory: 
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Importance of Planning  

 

PIA continues to be ready to support the NT government and the private sector in planning for 

response and recovery.  

 

Planning must continue to function and adapt in order to support recovery. Good planning must 

be at the core of the policies we put in place to rapidly respond and recover to the economic 

aspects of this crisis. These policies can change the way we use places now and have a legacy into 

the future.  

 

Our existing planning systems must be made to work remotely even where physical isolation is 

being observed. Already we are supporting a rapid reform in e-planning and in the way panels, 

community engagement and meetings are conducted online. This will need to be continually 

developed and refined as we move forward.  

 

With the recent requirement for many to spend so much time at home, people have also 

recognised the importance of well-designed dwellings. The COVID crisis has at the same time 

emphasised the importance of open spaces and local centres for communities. The lesson should 

be that we need to create better communities and buildings to support the community, rather 

than just strip away regulation.  

 

Growth must be accompanied by improved liveability. Planning for growth and economic recovery 

should not be considered in isolation from other planning outcomes. The term “Building Back 

Better” has been increasingly and widely used in the context of the economic recovery from 

COVID-19, and should be explored further in its application within the Northern Territory.  

 

Planning Reform 

 

The NT Planning Reform (currently underway) is an opportunity to introduce an improved and 

robust planning system in the Northern Territory – a system that will encourage greater investor 

confidence in our Territory through the clarity of planning policy. PIA considers the framework of 

the reform is based on sound planning principles and understand that the new Planning Scheme is 

to be Gazetted in the near future.  

 

It is important that the implementation of the new Planning Act 2020, NT Planning Scheme 2020 

and any new supporting policies simplify the planning system as much as possible, cut red tape 

and increase support for local business. These reforms need to provide flexibility for small 

businesses, improve community engagement requirements and increase the number of 

exemptions for approval. 

 

One of the intended reform directions is to make the planning system more open and accountable 

to improve public understanding and confidence in the planning system, in turn allowing for 
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greater levels of economic confidence and stability. An integral component of confidence in the 

planning system is confidence in the consent authority and the decision-making abilities. 

 

Proposed changes to Development Consent Authority (DCA) membership and reporting 

requirements under the current Planning reform process are supported by PIA, having particular 

regard to an emphasis on mandating the relevant qualifications, skills and experience of members 

to sit on a planning decision-making panel. Increasing the level and frequency of training, 

particularly in relation to a full and comprehensive understanding of the NT Planning Scheme and 

its intended application is strongly encouraged.  

 

Streamline Planning Application & Approval Timeframes  

 

Streamlining application timelines is a key priority of PIA, industry and the general public. Clear 

and transparent application timeframes for consent authorities, as well as service authorities, 

applicants and within the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics will increase 

certainty and confidence in the planning system.  

 

Timeframes need to be clearly communicated and adhered to, and this needs to be rigorously 

enforced. Public notification requirement and service authority referral timeframes (and lack of 

adherence thereto), have the capacity to significantly delay application assessment and 

determination timeframes.  

 

In order to minimise unnecessary delays, reduced and stringent timeframes should be 

implemented, and clearly communicated.  

 

PIA recommends the TERC investigate the viability of a Planning System Acceleration program to 

cut red tape and fast-track planning processes to keep people in jobs, boost the construction 

pipeline and keep our economy moving. The NSW government has recently released such a 

program, with proposed reforms including the co-funding of community infrastructure and more 

ministerial decisions to fast-track development applications and rezonings. 

 

Notwithstanding the above recommendation, it is noted that cutting red tape and fast-tracking 

applications can often place expedience over excellence, and risk market failure if the full benefits 

or costs of development to society aren’t properly considered. Any fast-track system must be 

properly implemented and continuously reviewed to ascertain ongoing benefits to the sector.  

 

Investment in Construction and Infrastructure 

 

The construction and infrastructure industries are two of the biggest contributors to employment 

and money movement through the economy. The chance to create a positive legacy through 

investment is a once in a lifetime event. Government investment in the right infrastructure and 

development projects will support economic recovery and improve how current and future 

generations live.  
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In the short term, expediting the assessment and approval of critical infrastructure and 

construction on a broad scale should now be considered as a priority. The Territory needs to 

review and prioritise pipeline projects and initiatives that generate employment or will contribute 

meaningfully to the planning and development sector.  

 

Infrastructure and construction projects already in the pipeline, such as those already outlined in 

the NT Government’s 10 Year Infrastructure Plan 2018–2027, need to be brought online as soon as 

possible, in a structured and staged recovery program. The lead time of large infrastructure 

projects, combined with impacts to supply chains, means that the economic benefits of projects 

may not be seen for years to come. Identifying and prioritising these projects for a carefully staged 

recovery program that will create jobs now is critical. 

 

Ongoing investment from the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF), and collaboration 

between Federal government, Territory Government and the private sector should be pursued.  

 

Summary  

 

This COVID-19 crisis reminds us that planning is dynamic. We must re-learn what makes or cities 

and economies resilient, recalibrate what we value, and reassess what are prepared to plan and 

invest in. 

 

Our planning system has an important role to play in the fight against COVID-19 and the impacts 

on the economy. We need to keep the economy moving, support our communities and keep 

people in jobs, both now and in the months ahead. The Territory needs to respond quickly by 

adapting the planning system to ensure continued productivity, investment and community 

confidence. 

 

As the peak body for planning in the Northern Territory, we would welcome the opportunity to 

discuss our submission further, and can be contacted at nt@planning.org.au; 

ntpresident@planning.org.au or on 0415 933 635. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Catriona Tatam  

PIA NT President 
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