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List of Abbreviations 

ABS – Australian Bureau of Statistics 

ISACNT – Industry Skills Advisory Council Northern Territory 

NT – Northern Territory 

NTG – Northern Territory Government 
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1.0 Executive Summary 

This paper is the collective submission from Industry Skills Advisory Council Northern Territory 

(ISACNT). The paper aims to table the various ideas that the organisation has identified to the 

panel for consideration. The Northern Territory (NT) has several challenges that need to be 

addressed and the Northern Territory Government (NTG) is looking for innovative ideas that 

may tackle those very issues. The current rebound plan has listed objectives such as creating 

35,000 jobs, developing new industries, infrastructure development that supports industry 

and to grow the economy to $40Bn by the year 2030. The plan has large milestones that will 

require game-changing, innovative and paradigm-shifting industry inputs.  The Northern Ter-

ritory is placed geographically in a strategical location, close to Asia. There is also a need to 

acknowledge the key relationships with ASEAN countries as well as the US military presence 

that is in the NT. These countries are major global players critical to the paradigm-shifting 

development of the NT. A key component, of that this paper recognises, is the existing major 

challenge of population retention in the Northern Territory. The points of attracting people 

to come to live and stay in the Territory is met by the challenges that include available work 

and types of work, the local economy and the general liveability in the Northern Territory. 

Without trying to address this issue with suitable preventative strategies in place, the net 

result of a transient population remains unchanged. Previous campaigns have unfortunately 

not shown to be effective measures to tackle this challenge.  

This paper is comprised of two sections that detail included submissions. The first section has 

listed the potential benefits of the proposed idea and the potential knock-on effects on the 

wider community and economy. The second section of the paper lists some of the higher level 

ideas of what could be investigated by industry to be deemed feasible.   The panel is invited 

to make contact with ISACNT to further discuss concepts. ISACNT is grateful for being able to 

be included in this submission process.   
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2.0 Introduction - Proposals for the TERC submission 

ISACNT is well placed in its vantage point in connection with the NT’s industry and training 

organisations to make the following submissions. Regular consults with industry and under-

standing the needs of the workforce and training, all amalgamate towards being sector aware. 

The following sub-sections discuss the various proposals that may be considered for uptake. 

The concept ideas presented below have not given consideration to funding requirements to 

propel them further. Another caveat to note is that further requirement of any of the submis-

sions detailed below will be in need to have a full and thorough probe with industry engage-

ment to flesh out the details that will cover; 

1. Evidential data that can support the viability 

2. Projections of the overall benefit to the Territory 

3. Economic analysis to support submission 

4. Tangible benefits that cover- job creation, economic growth and industry develop-

ment 

The paper is delivered in the following manner. It is divided into 2 sections. The first section 

covers submission ideas that have benefits listed as part of the proposals and the second 

section lists some higher level ideas that could be used as a basis to invoke further discussion. 

The higher level proposals will require further investigation with industry consultations. 

3.0 Section One 

3.1 Building Transport Infrastructure 

The NT presently does not have a rail network system that connects all the major cities to 

Darwin. As such, there are time delays in getting freight to and from the Northern Territory 

and a reliance on road trains to cover this role. Whilst we acknowledge that under the major 

project status there is presently a project that is looking at building a rail-line between Mount 

Isa and Tennant Creek, our proposal is tabling that project to include all the capital major 

cities of Perth, Brisbane, Melbourne, and Sydney. 

This railway network is strategically designed and built could accomplish more than just the 

transport of passengers and freight. If the railway network could be constructed such that 

there was the option for people to utilise the train to visit tourist hotspots, this can generate 

more for the tourism industry. The NT is bordered by several National Parks, the Simpson 

Desert Reserve, Gibson Desert Reserve, and various water bodies. All of these have habitats 

that contain unique flora and fauna. With a strategically built network of rail systems trains 

can become a travel tool for local and international tourism. Centralised visitor points with 

off-road coaches to shuttle visitors to and from their accommodation sites will also help in 

the reduced human impact that visitors make to such places and reduce pollution emissions 

too. 
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Benefits –  

• Creation of jobs to build the train stations, rail lines, and potential new tourism sites 

(which would include roads, accommodation sites, minor townships) 

• Create a new venture of NT tourism and making the hard to reach places more acces-

sible which would be a selling point for visiting/staying in the NT 

• Ensuring ease of access to transport freight to and from the NT without reliance on 

road trains alone – which would assist in the having perishable products delivered 

sooner to the NT so that they last longer 

• This would also see the NT as a more viable destination for the shipping industry with 

large container ships to dock into the port of Darwin when coming from Asia, as op-

posed to heading to other capital cities like Sydney and Perth 

• Create the opportunity to develop the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) and UAV Pilot 

industries as these can be used to monitor the safety and maintenance of the railway 

network system 

 

3.2 Solar Powered Desalination Plants 

With an abundance of sunshine within the NT, there is an opportunity to utilise this free solar 

energy source to power several operations. This proposal is looking to scope an (existing or 

new) solar farm location and then use that land space to flood with solar panels. The solar 

farm will generate electricity that can be diverted to underground electrical lines to regions 

and areas where desalination plants are located. The power derived from the solar farms will 

provide the power required to run the desalination plant facilities and associated worker-

camps. The freshwater that is produced can be piped to arid regions that require this water 

for consumption or agriculture.  

Benefits –  

• Creation of jobs to build solar farms, transmission stations, and maintenance required 

to oversee these 

• Creation of jobs to build desalination plants, manned camps and other required infra-

structure that are required to operate these plants in remote and very remote regions 

• Creation of jobs to build the pipelines that are needed to transport the freshwater and 

the personnel to oversee that the standard of the water quality is not compromised 

• Create the opportunity to develop the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) and UAV Pilot 

industries as these can be used to monitor the safety and maintenance of the electrical 

and pipeline network system 
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3.3 NT Residents Registry 

The current schemes that have been put in place have not achieved the desired results that 

the NTG have hoped for. This proposal looks to address the existing problems that occur in 

the NT and how they can be tackled. The NT has issues in both attracting and retaining its 

population. With over $5million spent on the Boundless Possible campaign, with limited pos-

itive results being yield, perhaps this platform is an opportunity to change the manner in 

which the money is used for such campaigns.  

The NT Residents Registry aims to create a digital platform that can be linked to a federal 

database that will allow NT Residents to enjoy a range of subsidies and benefits that only exist 

in the NT. This programme can work on an accrual system, such that for every year a per-

son/family lives in the NT, the higher the benefit that can be enjoyed by them. The benefits 

that may be enjoyed may include but not limited to; 

1. Further subsidised Childcare in the NT with those staying an X amount of years or more 

to enjoy free childcare 

2. Subsidised Annual Airfares for travelling interstate, the number of flights per year in-

crease on an accrual basis with a capped number decided 

3. For those individuals that live outside the NT but fly in to visit family, may be eligible 

to receive tourist vouchers to be used in the NT for that visit 

4. Higher tax benefits that accrue on a yearly basis, considerations for tax exemptions 

and likewise 

5. For homeowners subsidies on council rates that work on accrual rates so to entice 

residents to stay in the NT. Applicable only if the resident lives in the NT. 

6. Subsidised access to fitness training that also works on a yearly accrual basis 

7. Incentivised home loan packages exclusive to the NT for owner-occupiers that have 

minimum requirements on time spent in the NT and caveats to ensure that those using 

such loans do not enjoy the privilege without having that mutual benefit for the NT 

 

Benefits –  

The benefits of placing in such mechanisms would not only attract new residents into the NT. 

It would also simultaneously encourage residents that already stay in the NT an incentive to 

continue to live in the Northern Territory. There is a need for countermeasures to be put in 

place to circumvent people departing the NT. The aim of an NT Resident Registry plan is such 

that individuals when weighing up the pros and cons of living in the Territory, would still be 

swayed to remain because of the benefits solely enjoyed here in the Territory.  As more indi-

viduals from southern states migrate to the NT, and word of mouth reaches families and 

friends in other states, that may be the catalyst change for more people to come up to the 

top end. 
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3.4 Mango Industry Development 

The latest figures released by the Australian mango industry has indicated that the country 

has produced over 10 million trays in total, with the NT producing 52% of the produce. This 

equates to 38.5 million kilograms of mangoes harvested in the NT. With such an abundant 

resource, there is a potential to develop a current market for a variety of mango products. 

The mango products can include, mango wines, mango juice, mango chutneys and dried 

mango products (which are very popular in south-east Asian cuisine). 

The opportunity to build a distillery, canning factory and processing hub all within the one 

premise will allow the NT to become known for mango products.  Additionally, there is an 

angle for that to become a tourist visitor attraction and promote mango festivals and other 

similar activities. 

Benefits –  

• Put NT on the map for being famous for its Mango Wine 

• This could be another tourist activity to bring people into the NT.  

• Creation of jobs to build the distillery  

• Creation of jobs to operate the processing hub 

 

3.5 NT Manufacturing Council 

 

ISACNT expresses backing for the following that is being proposed by NT Manufacturing Coun-

cil. In consultation with industry, it was uncovered that the Council had identified four strate-

gic matters to give the manufacturing sector a boost.  

 

1. Support local business participation with project contracting (and sub-contracting) 

that commits not only just to the opportunity to quote but the obligation to utilize 

local services and suppliers for NTG and federally funded projects.  

2. Establish an NT specific Trade Zone offering investment incentives to attract new 

manufacturing capabilities to the Territory, with improved approvals processes and 

collaboration all planning and regulatory authorities. 

3. Lobby Australian Government to increase the ATO Zone Allowance to encourage 

population growth across the Territory 

4. Collaborate with Industry Associations and Peak bodies for definitive information on 

industry development and skills in demand with a view to facilitating the local labour 

supply and up-skilling the current workforce for other growth industries.  
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Benefits –  

The current pandemic has shown the over-reliance on China’s manufacturing for our local 

consumer market. By developing the manufacturing industry onshore, should subsequential 

global catastrophes occur, Australia will be in a better position to cope. In addition to coping, 

the NT could then be the suppliers to the Asian-Pacific hub that is in demand the manufactur-

ing goods that China produced, but are not able to due to such an incident like COVID19. 

 

4.0 Section Two 

 

4.1 National Fuel Storage Facility 

Construction and operation of a major Australian Fuel Storage Facility to be strategically lo-

cated well south of Darwin to address and support Australia’s long-term fuel security vulner-

ability.   The NT offers a unique location in that its remoteness provides logical distancing from 

potentially strong environmental resistance to locating a project of this size and purpose on 

Australia’s eastern seaboard.  This major complex project would involve significant construc-

tion and future operations activity which would be economically beneficial to the NT and the 

nation overall.  Further, it would require the development of the supply system from Darwin 

to the storage site and a separate feeder system that would integrate into the eastern states. 

Consideration would be given to the viability to develop these supply services through either 

rail or supply pipeline systems. Subject to where the facility could be located in the NT, it is 

envisaged that substantial road and community infrastructure development may also be re-

quired. 

4.2 Economic Free Trade Zone 

Development of the Northern Australia Economic Free Trade Zone located in Darwin to es-

tablish an area within which goods may be landed, handled, manufactured or reconfigured 

and re-exported without the intervention of customs. Focused tax incentives to encourage 

foreign investment. Maximize the opportunity based on current regional issues apparent in  

Trade Free Zones of Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the Philippines. 

4.3 US Navy Maintenance Base 

Establish a major US Navy Western Pacific Maintenance base in Darwin capable of supporting 

Navy Task Force group size maintenance demands including dry docking and all related supply 

chain services. This is a high-value major project which would include substantial construction 

and operations phases and includes a large workforce and local-national supply chain de-

mands.  Darwin Port ownership lease arrangements may require national security interven-

tion. 
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4.4 Aircraft Storage 

Establish a large US Forces Aircraft Storage facility in Central Australia to support US Strategic 

deployment in the southern hemisphere as this may be the best place to store asset reserves. 

Large construction and long-term maintenance services demand. 

4.5 NT Housing Program 

Develop a remote NT housing program to relocate the demountable Defence houses located 

at Pinelands and relocate these into remote NT communities.  This project would provide 

significant supply chain activity and related jobs, especially in remote communities. 

4.6 Tourism Heritage Precinct Project 

Develop a Tourism Heritage Precinct Project potentially in Central Australia to incorporate the 

proposed National Gallery project, Desert knowledge, Arts and Culture, and Healing/wellness 

centres. 

4.7 Cotton Industry 

Agribusiness – development of a cotton mill in Katherine to support the development of a 

textile manufacturing capability linked directly to the emerging Katherine regional cotton-

growing industry. This would include the development/expansion of cottage industries using 

endemic plant species e.g. turkey bush (essential oils), rosellas and/or bush food/medicines. 

Tthe cotton industry in the NT may then also be a tourist attraction point for visitors to visit 

cotton fields and production mills. Additionally, the NT could become a research hub for stud-

ying and splicing cotton plants to develop more robust, eco-friendly and viable cotton fields 

and products. 

4.8 Post School Workforce 

Creation of a school leaver workforce incentive program to support significant current and 

expected agribusiness worker shortages throughout regional NT. 

4.9 Smith Street Mall Redevelopment 

Undertake a major redevelopment of Darwin’s Smith Street Mall for inclusion in the compre-

hensive revitalisation planning of Darwin’s CBD. Substantially improve public parking and pro-

vide a free CBD public transit service to allow the public to freely move around the CBD. Pro-

vide resources and services to encourage more people to come back into the CBD. Establish 

a collaboration with NTG, City of Darwin, Darwin City Waterfront Retailers Association, Cham-

ber of Commerce, REINT & other key stakeholders. 

4.10 CBD redevelopment projects 

Replicate CBD redevelopment projects for other key NT regional centres including Alice 

Springs, Katherine, Tennant Creek, Jabiru and Nhulunbuy. 
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4.11 Solar Energy Surplus 

Explore the challenges of surplus solar energy and the required policy and regulatory 

changes needed to deregulate the supply and sharing of solar energy.  

4.12 Creative Industries  

Establish a co-op centre of the production of indigenous textiles that will support demand 

for clothing and housewares as recommended within the Creative Industries Strategy docu-

ment (page 27).  Fashion Subsector estimated to currently contribute 6% of total Creative 

Industries Gross Territory Product.   Capacity for increasing the contribution and collabora-

tion of Art Centres to develop an export market for homewares through digital engagement 

and distribution subject to the supply of the product.  

 

5.0 Conclusion  

The submission paper covers a spectrum of concepts and ideas to the convening committee. 

It is acknowledged that a few of these may already be on the radar of NT Major Projects,  and 

are within the sphere of shared information with the Industry Skills Advisory Council. For suc-

cessful execution, there needs to be a collaborative process across industries, NTG, private 

sectors, and Territorians as a whole. The TERC body needs to ensure that the direction taken 

to undertake the measures (to attain all those previously indicated NT goals for budget, pop-

ulation and infrastructure) is a concentrated effort of joint industries. No one single proposal 

will attain the $40Bn goal and 300,000 population targets. It is therefore prudent that if fur-

ther resources are going to be invested in achieving the aims for population growth, liveability 

in the Territory and keeping the new Territorians in the Northern Territory, that those be 

strategically for the long run and with bipartisan agreement. 
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END REPORT 


