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Project List: Darwin’s Sunset Boulevard, Waterfront to Waterfront (Master Planning Access), Cullen Bay 

Carparking, Norther Sporting Capital of Australia as a pre-requisite for Turning on Darwin’s Hospitality at 

Sundown & Cultural Park of Relevance 

 

14th Aug 20 

Version 1.2 

6. Cultural Park of Relevance – Multi-National Park 

  

Information 

Project 

summary 

(short 

description of 

the work we 

would do) 

1.1 Project Description: 

1.1.1 If a Stadium is to credibly ‘sell’ the Territory lifestyle, the urban landscape by 

the stadium’s doorstep is the story it must ‘sell’ to create vision of 

distinction for Darwin.  The old Hospital Site has opportunity to be relevant 

to ‘All Darwin’. 

1.1.2 A culturally significant story that combines the old: the struggle of 

integration (Kahlin Compound), and the Aspirations of Tropical Future 

(Burnett Houses) is preserved, along side; 

1.1.3 The new history: the location of many of the first Territory and leaders (by 

Hospital or University) of tomorrow and now Sporting Stars, e.g. by say the 

‘Charlie King’ Stadium.  A stadium that is built for the benefit of unsung 

sporting stars of Northern Australia. 

1.1.4 Please refer to the A3 Area plan also submitted with this application. 

 

Further pivots & thoughts: 

1.1.5 This project is also about connecting a network of green-open-space, along 

side Urban intensification.  And adding to the hospitality options along 

Mitchell St, which we believe is a corridor to build on. 

1.1.6 Further, Darwin has the opportunity to guzump Melbourne as Australia’s 

multi-cultural heart of Australia.  This Cultural park could become another 

seat for an annual festival – possibly dedicated to welcoming ‘new culture’ 

into Darwin.  Witness: Sudanese, Brazilians, Rohingya etc. 

 

1.2 Why should we do this project?: 
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1.2.1 An Iconic sporting ground is less about the built form and more about the 

locational setting it is put within.  How is this site important, how can it be 

revered?  How does it add to the sporting spectacle? 

1.2.2 Noting the history above, our ‘welcome to country’ can be particularly 

relevant and colourful, depicting not only a welcome but the struggle for 

integration, one which we as a community are mindfully working on. 

(A pivot along these lines: all graduating Year 12 students should also be 

‘welcomed to country’ to Northern Territory each year.  A special ceremony 

designed to encourage them to travel but importantly to come back and 

make Darwin their Home.) 

1.2.3 The Burnett Houses are real Architectural Heritage in a city that is short on 

Colonial heritage references.  Strengthening these ties would do more to 

establish Darwin’s long-standing presence in the North. 

1.2.4 Talking about ‘cultural inclusion’ and the importance of pronouncing a 

welcome to those affected around the world is less about the potential of 

500 ~ 1000 extra residents and more about a positive stance to be a city 

that is humanitarian focused.  To be interested in the activities of the UN 

and to be all about inclusion. 

Thus, industries that can be levered to become population and growth 

drivers for the north are: 

• Health and humanitarian aid. 

• Australia’s Northern Defence posturing (when balanced by a clear 

Humanitarian mission). 

• Immigrants, that are coming from regions in the world that are not from 

a Capital City (inclining them to revert to the Sydney & Melbourne 

choices). 

 

1.3 Risks: 

1.3.1 The park becomes a pocket park for Larrakeyah suburb and disconnected 

from the city’s Urban Landscape plan. 

1.3.2 The gravity of the history and a narrow reading of just the ‘bad stuff’ could 

mean the Kahlin site & story will only be retold in a negative frame of 

reference. 

 

Project 

Rebound 

Context 

How does this project meet the 4 focus areas of Project Rebound? 

1. Securing investment to create long term jobs 

2. Sustaining our population and the liveability of the Territory 

3. Supporting Territory businesses to keep existing and create new jobs 

4. Driving industry growth and our resilience in our supply chains. 
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2.1 Long term jobs: 

2.1.1 Restating cultural values for the City, is a story about making it clear there are 

people who choose to live here because of the community (the people), not just 

the lifestyle attributes (weather, beaches & fishing). 

 

2.2 Sustaining population growth & liveability: 

2.2.1 An economy of inclusion can attract more immigration.  On the National Stage, 

Darwin as a city does an astoundingly poor job at attracting new residents.  

Paspaley believes our biggest pool of future Territorians are those who are 

growing businesses in the North. 

2.2.2 That said, the world is looking for diverse and welcoming addresses to help 

people flee from any variety of risks.  We should stand ready to welcome such 

ad-hoc waves when and if they come. 

 

  

2.3 Supporting Terriorty jobs & new job creation:  

2.3.1 See discussion of 1.2.3. 

 

2.4 Growth & resilience in our supply chains: 

2.4.1 How we deal with other cultures is a post card to how we deal with our own, 

talking particularly about the challenges of creating more opportunities with 

our Indigenous Cultures.  As such, the story of inclusion and being open is as 

much a story for our own residents as it is for would be visitors, National or 

International. 

 

 

 

 

Work already 

underway 

3.1 In 2013 Paspaley engaged in a master planning review of Lot 6394 Cullen Bay with 

the City.  Common Ground urban design highlighted the opportunity of this park 

for the City. 

 

What would success look like? 

4.1 The cultural park will be one, with a positive story that can be told to all visitors.  It will feel 

authentic, welcoming and real. 

4.2 The adjoining small ground sporting complex will be stronger for having the park and the park 

will be stronger for having the sporting complex. 

4.3 All sporting clubs of the Territory will visit this complex every year for the ‘two week finals’ week’, 

during which they will be reminded of how the Territory is an inclusive place that is great to 

grow up in. 
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4.4 While this appears to package a story to say ‘we welcome you as a future resident’ to all who 

may engage with the park, internally it sets the stage for a different message, one that we are a 

compassionate, tolerant and welcoming society, which is another great reason to choose to live 

in Darwin. 

 

Financial information 

Indicative 

costs 

5.1 Funding may be available from Darwin City Council’s development levy, this 

should be explored, if undercover car parking is planned for this site.  

(Particularly noting the need to excavate to clear the asbestos). 

5.2 Darwin City’s deal may provide opportunity for road re-alignment and other 

infrastructure. 

 


