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NT LEAN proposes a renewable led recovery recognising the need to protect the 
environment and embrace the opportunities this approach will offer in the short, medium, 
and long term. 
 

1. Science/evidence-based decision making by government. 
 
“Whilst COVID-19 has caused a severe international health and economic crisis, failure to 
tackle climate change may threaten human well-being, ecosystems and economies for 
centuries, Governments should use the opportunity to embrace climate action as part of 
recovery programmes and ensure that we grow back better.” (UN news 8 July 2020)1 
 

A gas led recovery that appears to be on the NT government’s agenda is not the answer to 
sea level and temperature rise, extreme weather events and water and food insecurity which 
will impact the Northern Territory severely. The government’s Climate Change Response 
document recognises these scenarios. The scientific and economic arguments are clear. The 
NT government must transition to a renewables-based economy and cease subsidies to the 
oil and gas sector. Public money should be redirected to expansion of jobs in the service 
industries, training, local manufacturing, solar energy generation and infrastructure 
development, recycling, local green initiatives including electric transport, environment 
protection and new agricultural industries that produce low emissions. 
 
An offsets programme will not sufficiently absorb increasing emissions produced by the gas 
sector particularly the projected emissions produced by fracking the Beetaloo gas field. 
Beetaloo could produce between 39-117 million tonnes of GHG emissions a year, which is 
22% of Australia’s current annual emissions.2    
 
The UN Environment supports offsets as a temporary measure leading up to 2030 and as a 
tool for speeding up climate action. Offsets are not an excuse to continue using fossil fuels to 
enable huge GHG emissions such as will be released from fracking the Beetaloo Basin.  
 
“The October 2018 report by the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change made it clear 
that if we are to have any hope of curbing global warming we need to transition away from 
carbon for good: by travelling electric, embracing renewable energy, eating less meat and 
wasting less food.” 3  
 

Stranded assets:  
Oil and gas analysts are predicting that about a third of the value of big oil and gas is at risk 
due to the shift towards renewables, the Paris agreement and the growing concern by 
business, investors and community over climate change threats.  
 

                                                      
1 https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1067991 

 
2  https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-29/beetaloo-basin-gas-field-could-jeopardise-paris-targets/12002164 
3 https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/carbon-offsets-are-not-our-get-out-jail-free-card 

  

https://www.un.org/coronavirus
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1067991
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-29/beetaloo-basin-gas-field-could-jeopardise-paris-targets/12002164
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/carbon-offsets-are-not-our-get-out-jail-free-card
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“According to estimates in the Financial Times’ Lex column, nearly $900 billion worth of 
reserves - or about one-third of the value of big oil and gas companies - is at risk of one day 
becoming worthless as market and policy forces continue to undercut hydrocarbon 
economics due to the threat of climate change.” 4 
     
According to Bloomberg New Energy Finance (BNEF) two thirds of the world’s population live 
in countries where wind or solar or both are the cheapest source of new power generation. 
By 2030 new wind and solar will be cheaper than running existing coal or gas fired plants, 
virtually anywhere in the world. In China BNEF expects this tipping point to be reached as 
soon as 2027. 5       
 

2. Important role of government in a planned approach: 
State, Territory and Federal governments have made necessary decisions to effect change 
in response to Covid 19, the same approach should be part of the reconstruction vision. 
Short (1-5 years), medium (10-20 years) and long term (30 +) goals should be developed 
with stakeholders and stated clearly to enable a joint commitment and benefit to 
stakeholders.  
 
LEAN believes the NT government must play a key role in ensuring that public assets such as 
power and water continue to be controlled by the public. A transition to renewable 
energies must become the top priority of the NT government taking advantage of new 
opportunities in investment from the private and public sectors that arise from this. 
 
 The NT government must move away from subsidising the gas industry in the NT. The 
Australia Institute report has stated that $90-$100 million of taxpayer’s money has 
subsidised the fracked gas industry of the last decade, with more support at $10 million 
/year over the next 10 years, with few jobs, and royalties.6  
 
All levels of government should be involved in this coordinated approach including 
Territory, Local and Federal governments. 

 
3. Energy: 

Grid connection HVDC cable.   
A key recommendation of the 2017 Roadmap to Renewables Report proposed a HVDC (High 
Voltage Direct Current) linking Darwin, Katherine, Tennant Creek and Alice Springs. This 
important piece of public infrastructure would enable communities to feed solar energy into 
the grid, provide cheap energy, while boosting the economies of local communities, 
particularly Aboriginal communities and provide opportunities in job creation, and local 

                                                      
4 \https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/A-Third-Of-Fossil-Fuel-Assets-May-Soon-Be-Stranded.html 

 
 
5https://data.bloomberglp.com/professional/sites/24/BNEF-Clean-Energy-Investment-Trends-1H-2020.pdf 

  
6 https://www.tai.org.au/content/frackers-are-slackers-94-million-subsidies-onshore-gas-territory 

 
 

https://www.ft.com/content/95efca74-4299-11ea-a43a-c4b328d9061c
https://www.ft.com/content/95efca74-4299-11ea-a43a-c4b328d9061c
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/A-Third-Of-Fossil-Fuel-Assets-May-Soon-Be-Stranded.html
https://data.bloomberglp.com/professional/sites/24/BNEF-Clean-Energy-Investment-Trends-1H-2020.pdf
https://www.tai.org.au/content/frackers-are-slackers-94-million-subsidies-onshore-gas-territory
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manufacturing hubs. Community consultation, feasibility studies and investment in R&D will 
drive the development of new renewable based industries. 7 

4. Jobs: 
The NT government should develop a holistic economic, social, and cultural vision with 
emissions reduction, climate change mitigation and adaptation at the heart of key reforms 
and initiatives embedded in short, medium, and long-term goals. (LEAN proposes a Jobs 
Guarantee which is attached to this submission.)  
 
A workforce strategy should be developed for all centres and sectors focussed on full 
employment and coordinated with training and education sector involvement. A 
reinvigoration of the TAFE sector will create further jobs and move away from poor quality 
outcomes, exorbitant fees and profit orientated unscrupulous operators which have plagued 
the training sector in the last decade or more.8 
 
This is not the time to contract the public sector. The government is an important employer 
in the NT currently contributing to 23% of GSP. Demand for services provided by government 
are high particularly in remote and regional populations. Workforce development in all 
service areas in these communities could be expanded with well-paid secure jobs 
incorporating training and skills development.  
 
Public housing construction and maintenance incorporating apprenticeships / skills 
development, generates jobs and income and improves health outcomes.   
In 2016 up to 45% of households in remote aboriginal communities were overcrowded. 9 
 
Ongoing maintenance of housing stocks has been identified as an important issue in 
protecting housing assets in communities. The development of a permanent workforce 
employing local community members, providing secure employment would meet this need. 
10 
 

Manufacturing: 
Provision of government stimulus to encourage involvement in advanced and local 
manufacturing development is a priority. Areas of manufacturing can be linked to food and 
fibre production, mining rehabilitation, downstream mineral processing, and energy 
infrastructure development including systems and components such as battery storage. 
Research and development, ongoing consultation with stakeholders, and feasibility studies 

                                                      
7 https://roadmaptorenewables.nt.gov.au/?a=460760 
8 http://www.aeufederal.org.au/news-media/media-releases/2019/february/080219 

 
 
9https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Aboriginal%20and%

20Torres%20Strait%20islander%20Population%20Article~12 
 

 
10 https://www.niaa.gov.au/resource-centre/indigenous-affairs/remote-housing-review 

 
 

https://roadmaptorenewables.nt.gov.au/?a=460760
http://www.aeufederal.org.au/news-media/media-releases/2019/february/080219
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20islander%20Population%20Article~12
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20islander%20Population%20Article~12
https://www.niaa.gov.au/resource-centre/indigenous-affairs/remote-housing-review
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will enable the development of manufacturing hubs based in sustainable industries that 
address climate change mitigation and adaptation.  
 
 
Reports that support this transition to renewables include the Beyond Zero Emissions the 10-
gigawatt vision. 11 
 
The Australia Institute has made recommendations (in a world impacted by Covid 19) which 
provide ongoing support to the structure of the economy using design principle that benefit 
the community now and into the future.  
“Short term stimulus funding to counter deepening recession needs to focus on public 
expenditure that benefits job creation quickly and into the future.” 
 
So: 
•Go early: Timeliness of the stimulus is key  
• Go hard: The size of the stimulus is important  
• Go households: Put purchasing power with households who are more likely to spend it 
•Target domestic production 
 • Target activities with high direct employment intensities  
• Target those most impacted by the crisis  
• Target useful projects that deliver co-benefits  
• Target regional disadvantage 12 
 

Agriculture: 
Part of adaptation for the NT is increasing temperatures, possible droughts and reduced 
water supply and supply chain interruption. How can the NT develop a future focussed 
resilient economy? An emerging possibility in the agricultural sector is Industrial Hemp 
production. Katherine has been identified as the best location for production. Industrial 
Hemp requires less water, pesticides and returns nutrients to the soil. A manufacturing 
industry could also be incorporated in the areas of textiles, paper and building materials. 
Jobs could be developed in fashion and design and further provide opportunities for artists, 
including Aboriginal artists. 13 
 
Transport: 
 Although remoteness affects the NT and its relationship to interstate markets, these barriers 
could be overcome with cheap power provided by renewables. Electrified rail and vehicles 
will become an important focus in the medium to longer term. The NT government could be 

                                                      
11https://bze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/10_GW_Vision_Final-Beyond-Zero-Emissions-NT-2019-compressed.pdf 

 
  
12 https://ntrebound.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/906317/design-principles-fiscal-policy-pandemic.pdf 

 
13 https://nt.gov.au/industry/agriculture/food-crops-plants-and-quarantine/hemp-licences 

 
 

https://bze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/10_GW_Vision_Final-Beyond-Zero-Emissions-NT-2019-compressed.pdf
https://ntrebound.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/906317/design-principles-fiscal-policy-pandemic.pdf
https://nt.gov.au/industry/agriculture/food-crops-plants-and-quarantine/hemp-licences
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enabling the move to electrified vehicles with the development of infrastructure to recharge 
and manufacture electric vehicles or components, particularly batteries.14 
 
Technology for hydrogen powered trains which are suited to longer distances is becoming a 
reality in Britain where the push to decarbonise the rail system has led to research and 
development in the areas of solar, electrification of the rail system and hydrogen (produced 
from renewable energy sources). Hydrogen trains are bimodal, meaning they can run on 
electrified or conventional lines.15   
 
Emissions from transport can be further reduced by working with local government to 
promote a flexible and responsive electric bus service and the promotion of electric bicycles 
and industry. Dedicated pathways to enable safe electric bicycle use combined with greening 
our cities and suburbs and the protection of existing habitat would contribute to decreased 
emissions and better health outcomes and lifestyle enhancement. City speed limits 
particularly in Darwin could be reduced effecting a reduction in accident statistics and 
enabling safer bicycle use. 
 
Medium term, interstate markets could be accessed by an electrified fast rail network where 
communities feed into the grid with renewable power. The cost and pollution of fossil fuel 
freight haulage would be a thing of the past. Feasibility studies will determine these 
possibilities and should be a central part in the development of sector and regional plans that 
focus on renewable energy, job creation, emissions reduction, adaptation, and 
environmental protection.16 
 
Recycling: 
The circular economy increases efficiency, minimises waste, decreases overconsumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions. It can also supply recycled resources to the manufacturing sector.  
 
“Each year, 90 billion tonnes of primary materials are extracted and used globally, with only 9 
per cent recycled (United Nations Environment Programme, 2019). This is commercially 
unsustainable and there are significant detrimental impacts to human health and the 
environment. 

A 'circular economy' model, which employs not only waste management, but reuse, recycling 
and responsible manufacture could support the development of new industries and jobs, 

                                                      
14https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/zero-emissions-vehicles 

https://bze.org.au/research/transport/electric-vehicles/ 
 

  
15 https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200227-how-hydrogen-powered-trains-can-tackle-climate-change 

  
16 https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/electrification-of-u.s.-railways-pie-in-the-sky-or-realistic-goal 

 

 
 

https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/zero-emissions-vehicles
https://bze.org.au/research/transport/electric-vehicles/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200227-how-hydrogen-powered-trains-can-tackle-climate-change
https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/electrification-of-u.s.-railways-pie-in-the-sky-or-realistic-goal
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reducing emissions and increasing efficient use of natural resources (including energy, water 
and materials)”17 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
17 https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Environment/Circular-

Economy#:~:text=A%20'circular%20economy'%20model%2C,energy%2C%20water%20and%20materials).. 

 
 

https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Environment/Circular-Economy#:~:text=A%20'circular%20economy'%20model%2C,energy%2C%20water%20and%20materials).
https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Environment/Circular-Economy#:~:text=A%20'circular%20economy'%20model%2C,energy%2C%20water%20and%20materials).

