
Submission NT economic recovery 

I am a NT resident of twelve years and have a public health background. I love 

living in this beautiful place and am strongly invested in a sustainable and just 

economic recovery.  

The NT has great natural advantages on which to build our recovery. One third 

of our population is Aboriginal with a strong traditional culture that is part of 

the oldest living culture in the world. We have a fantastic natural environment 

and enviable lifestyle 

However, the NT is also the most vulnerable part of Australia to climate change 

with a climate that is already extreme and projected to warm at a faster rate 

than the rest of Australia. This could make some areas inhabitable and is 

already causing significant heat stress.  

 The health of Aboriginal people is also the worst in Australia with a shameful 

14-year gap between Aboriginal Territorians and the rest of Australia.  

Overcrowded living conditions, racism, dispossession and lack of investment in 

fundamental services such as education over decades have contributed to 

chronic disease rates that are some of the highest in the world. The NT must 

work in partnership with Aboriginal people to address these issues both as a 

matter of fundamental social justice but also to ensure long term economic 

health. To do this well , we must allow Aboriginal leaders and organisations to 

determine policy and program priorities.   

I am arguing for a clean green recovery – this will future proof our recovery.  

We must not rely on industries that will increase emissions and pollution and 

which will be left behind by the urgent global need for action on climate 

change.  

Public housing investment 

There must be a major investment in climate resilient public housing to reduce 

overcrowding in remote communities and high rates of homelessness and 

overcrowded public housing/town camps n our towns. Housing is a 

fundamental cause of ill health and poor social outcomes such as high rates of 

poor school attendance.  A twenty-year program must be planned to rectify 

overcrowding. Aboriginal housing programs must be directed by Aboriginal 

people – for too long, non Aboriginal people have decided what will work best. 



That has not served Aboriginal people well The program must be long term and 

build Aboriginal peoples skills in the long term.  

 

 

Heat protection infrastructure 

Extreme heat increase mortality particularly for those with chronic disease.   

Many people do not have adequate protection from heat due to energy 

poverty, homelessness and lack of cooling.  This must be addressed through 

installation of cooling in all public housing and as an interim measure – 

development of areas for people to seek shelter in extreme heat including in 

remote communities. This will save lives.  

Renewable energy 

 The NT has great natural advantages to build a strong renewable sector 

including solar that could power the NT but also lead to an export industry.   

We can take action to build renewables including 

 Fitting solar panels on all new NTG buildings including public housing 

 Undertake energy audits and provide upgrades and install solar panels, 

solar heating etc. on existing NTG buildings. 

 Provide renewable energy to remote communities to reduce energy. 

poverty and reduce dependence on diesel generators. 

 Support transition of manufacturing to renewable energy.  

 Develop and manufacture low carbon technology.  

 

Already reports such as the Beyond Zero Emissions 10 Gigawatt vision have set 

out plans to make the NT a renewable energy leader including through 

developing a renewable electricity export industry that could include a 

hydrogen industry and undertaking a feasibility study of a high voltage direct 

cable transmission between Alice Springs and Darwin. We need to move in this 

direction rather than relying on industries such as fracking which will increase 

emissions and which the Australia Institute has found is not economically 

viable. Renewable energy plans must be developed and implemented in 

partnership with Aboriginal people. 

 



Protecting the environment 

There are also significant economic opportunities in protecting and enhancing 

the environment on Aboriginal land through Aboriginal ranger programs.  We 

have major environmental problems including weeds and feral animals.    

Already there has been significant work on carbon farming and this can be 

expanded. Ranger programs increase both physical and Social and Emotional 

Well being whilst also supporting environmental improvements.  

 

Other key legislative reforms that are needed include  

1) A Safe Water Act that would guarantee safe water drinking standards 

and provide an accountability mechanism and  

2) A Climate Change Act that legislated a zero emission target at 2050 with 

interim targets, ensured protection of vulnerable communities and 

supported implementation of effective climate adaption strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


