
TEN MYTHS OF FRACKING 

 
1. Fracking can be safe. 

Nowhere in the Scientific Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing in the Northern Territory (the Pepper 
Report) is it claimed that fracking is ‘safe’! Instead the Report speaks only of ‘reducing the risk’ and 
‘minimising the risk’. 
 
2. The challenges and risks associated with any onshore shale gas industry in the NT are 
manageable. 

To ‘manage’ the defined risks of hydraulic mining requires the rigorous implementation of 135 stringent 
recommendations. Does anyone seriously believe that any NT government has the capacity, will, and 
financial resources to implement 135 stringent recommendations? Where in the Territory do we see the 
rigorous implementation of stringent regulations? McArthur River Mine is a relevant example of the 
abject failure of ‘best practice' and government supervision. 
 
3. Thirty years of safe drilling for gas in the NT proves fracking is safe. 

The technology involved in horizontal shale fracking is dramatically different from the vertical drilling of 
the NT’s historical mines. Fracking involves drilling a well underground and pumping large amounts of 
water, sand and chemicals into the ground under high pressure to crack gas-bearing rock formations 
and force gas to flow to the surface.  
 
4. Gas is a good transition fuel from coal to renewable sources of energy. 

Although gas emits considerably less CO2 than coal, the unforeseen speed of the development of 
renewable energy and its rapidly reducing costs have dramatically weakened the attraction of  gas as a 
transition fuel. Not only does gas require an extended period of costly development and supporting 
infrastructure, but the most recent research is revealing its dangerous level of methane emissions. 
 
5. Gas is a clean form of energy. 

A major new study has shown that emissions from gas, now being mapped by satellites wheeling 600 
kilometres above earth, far from being clean, are 25 to 30 per cent higher than previously 
understood.  On a twenty year time frame, a molecule of methane is 86 time more effective at trapping 
heat in the atmosphere than a molecule of carbon.If gas leaks more than a rate of 3 per cent it is worse 
than coal. Consequently gas is a serious contributor to tipping the planet to upper projections of 
disastrous warming. 
 
6. Jobs, jobs, jobs. Fracking will increase much needed NT employment. 

The development of fracking across the Territory is frequently promoted as a source of employment, 
however gas projects are capital intensive, not labour intensive. Employment predictions fo the fracking 
industry are notoriously over-inflated and unreliable. While job opportunities peak in the construction 
stage, long term job numbers pale in comparison with the service industries, hospitality, 
tourism,agriculture education and professional services. In addition many of the skill sets will be sourced 
from other jurisdictions, and as with Inpex, it is a highly mobile workforce not of lasting benefit to the 
Territory. 
 
7. Fracking will overcome the NT’s economic problems. 

Despite the Prime Minister’s belief that Australia’s recovery will be driven by gas, all the economic 
evidence points to the reverse. Big energy has been downgrading oil and gas to avoid being left with 
stranded assets as worldwide gas prices fall and companies divest of fossil fuels as renewable energy 
sources multiply and continue to reduce in cost. Further tipping the scales against fracking is that it 
demands massive subsidies from the taxpayer - the NT Government has already expended $94 million.  
 
8. Fracking is acceptable because the resulting emissions are credited to the countries to which 
our gas is exported, not to Australia’s pollution score. 

 Australian governments continue to prop up the coal and natural gas sectors with fee waivers, fast 
tracked projects and direct investments, further entrenching Australia’s position as the third largest 
exporter of fossil fuels in the world. Why does this matter? Apart from its questionable morality, 
contributing to the rapid increase in global temperatures is self-defeating, because Australia is one of 
the countries most vulnerable to increasing climate disasters, for example 
 higher temperatures, stresses on  human health, declining biodiversity including the loss of the Great 
Barrier Reef,  more frequent and severe droughts and bushfires, reduced rainfall, rising sea levels 
causing coastal erosion, and property loss, extreme destructive weather events,  problems with 
agriculture, an influx of refugees from sinking Pacific Islands, invasions of new pest species, reduced 
rainfall putting pressure on water supply. 
 
9. The community supports the NT Government’s decision to lift the moratorium and forge 



ahead with fracking. 

The consistent result of the polling demonstrates that the majority of Territorians are opposed to 
fracking. Under pressure from the Federal Government,  the newly elected Territory Labor Government 
lifted the ban on fracking in defiance of the anti-fracking vote of its own Territory Labor Party. The 
Pepper Report  noted the strong antipathy surrounding fracking. Quote: “For a sizeable majority of the 
people attending the public hearings and the community forums, the consensus was that hydraulic 
fracturing for onshore shale gas in the NT is not safe, is not trusted and is not wanted.” 
 
10.Fracking will advance the NT ‘moving forward’. 

Moving forward or moving backward? The professional Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing in the Northern 
Territory comprehensively examined the risks to water, land, air, public health, Aboriginal people and 
their culture , social impacts, economic aspects, land access and the regulatory reform that would be 
required for the 135 stringent regulations to be rigorously enforced to minimise the risks of fracking. 
Subsequently the economic negatives of fracking have been exacerbated by alarming scientific 
research on methane emissions and the rapidity of the planet’s increasing temperature in particular from 
fossil fuels. In the light of the many problems of fracking, and the declining world acceptance of and 
investment in the gas industry, not to mention the demonstrated absence of social consent so important 
in a democratic society, any newly elected government would be wise to cut its losses and abandon 
fracking.   

 

 


