
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTHERN TERRITORY 

REBOUND 



 

Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to be consulted on the drafting of the Northern Territory Rebound 

Strategy.   

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry body 

representing over 275 mining and mineral exploration companies across Australia, with 22 member 

companies actively exploring, mining and developing projects in the Northern Territory. 

State of the Industry 

Australia 

Prior to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Australia’s mineral exploration sector was well placed 

to be in a period of substantial growth, with the last two years of exploration activity starting to pay 

dividend. Australia has a significant advantage in the production of resource commodities over other 

nations, driven by rich and diverse natural mineral resources, advanced mining and exploration 

technologies, a skilled workforce, favourable geographic positioning and physical environment, and 

relatively stable economic and political conditions leading to lower sovereign risk. Driven by 

favourable commodity prices and solid investment decisions, 2019 ended with a quiet boom 

underway in Australia. The real GDP grew by 2.2%, with the mining industry directly accounting for 

28% of that growth, and indirectly employing over 1 million people.  

Northern Territory 

1The Northern Territory presents an incredible opportunity to grow Australia’s mining industry, with 

approximately 60 mineral exploration companies listed on the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX) 

exploring in the Territory. However, in the March 2020 quarter, the Territory’s economy shrunk for the 

10th quarter in a row, with the impact of COVID-19 expected to deliver a significantly larger blow in the 

June quarter. Total expenditure in the Territory fell by 29%, slipping by $10.7million to $26.1million. 

The inability to access tenements within the Commonwealth Biosecurity Access area in the 

subsequent quarter will have a large impact. With only seven mines currently operating in the 

Territory, five in care and maintenance and an additional five smaller mining and quarry operations, 

strong economic growth is urgently required to help get the Territory out of the recessionary trend.  
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Mineral Exploration Attractiveness and Recent Trends 

The Fraser Institute’s Annual Survey of Mining Companies ranked the Territory as the 13th most 

attractive jurisdiction for investment, likely due to its mineral prospectivity. Despite this, in 2019 the 

Territory, ACT and Tasmania were the only jurisdictions in Australia not to open a new mine. There 

are currently 15 projects in near-term development in the Territory, which need to be developed as a 

critical priority. Independent research indicates only 1 in 135 mineral exploration discoveries turn into 

producing projects, and deposits that are developed into producing mines have an average delay 

between discovery and production of 13 years. It is widely considered by Industry to take far longer in 

the Territory. The significant lag combined with a trend increase in depth at which discoveries are 

being made, means the industry is depleting resources at a much faster rate than it is replacing them. 

With the majority of the Territory underexplored, the Territory presents Australia’s greatest potential 

for developing a pipeline of projects, to reap the economic and social benefits afforded by developing 

mineral exploration and mining projects. The job creation, combined with the royalties that support the 

development of new roads, schools, and hospitals will be encouraged in the Territory with the 

adoption of a more stable and certain regulatory system.   

Foregone Opportunities 

Industry recognises the Territory has Australia’s highest non-government costs for gaining land 

access and doing business. The higher costs, unexplainable delays, opaque legislative environment, 

remoteness, land access uncertainty and regulatory burden, substantially hinders investment. Smaller 

equity-funded mineral exploration companies, who are responsible for over 70% of economic 

discoveries nationally, simply do not have the producing revenue required to provide critical cash flow 

to fund operations in the Territory. Traditionally, the biggest minerals mined in the Territory have been 

manganese, gold and bauxite. Today however, foregone opportunities paint a bleak picture in the 

Territory, with a 45% mineral exploration abandonment rate, despite the undeniable prospectivity of 

the Territory’s untapped mineral resource sector. In order for the Territory to realise its mineral 

resources potential, significant assistance is required from the Government, especially in prioritising 

regulatory certainty and implementation to encourage growth.  

Territory Exploration Licences 

On average, Australian mineral exploration companies spend roughly $1M per year on admin, 

salaries and other overheads before investing in mineral exploration. In the Territory, exploration 

permits approving exploration on Aboriginal Land Rights Act (ALRA) land is critical, however there is 

a 3-4 year average waiting time. Comparatively, Native Title Land permits in neighbouring WA 

average one year. Between 2007 to 2012, 123 Exploration Licences were not approved. ALRA 

legislation is Commonwealth legislation, with Land Councils falling outside of the Territory 

Government’s remit, yet the delays and associated additional cost is the hard reality of operating in 

the Territory for mineral exploration companies.  
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Complexities of Operating in the Territory 

The Territory has Australia’s most complex mineral royalty system, with every single organisation due 

to pay royalties to the Territory Government engaging in some form of dispute over the transaction, 

with the Department of Treasury, usually involving lawyers. The unnecessarily complex system 

makes it difficult for potential explorers to accurately estimate royalty costs and budget accordingly. 

This, in addition to the complex, uncertain and lengthy application process, means mineral exploration 

companies need the Government’s support to operate in the Territory. 

 

2Northern Territory Government submission to the 2012 Review of Part IV of the Aboriginal Land Rights 

(Northern Territory) Act 1976. Found on page 199 of 
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/06_2013/alc_review_of_part_iv.pdf 
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August 2020 Territory Election 

AMEC continues to advocate to the Territory Government ahead of the upcoming election to remove 

significant competitive disadvantages and to provide transparent regulation and decision-making 

processes by providing:  

1) Improved land access for mineral exploration; 

2) Greater regulatory certainty with a focus on implementation and delivery; 

3) A competitive royalty structure that attracts investment; and 

4) The prioritisation of infrastructure development 

COVID-19  

COVID-19 has created an unprecedented impact on all industries. The heavy restrictions of the 

Commonwealth Biosecurity Areas, which covered the entire Territory, was necessary to protect 

remote communities from the virus, has halted mineral exploration. Although many commodity prices 

remain volatile, Australia’s major mining exports have remained robust. Despite AMEC’s continued 

advocacy efforts, the Territory Government was the only jurisdiction in Australia not to provide a 

statement of relief. Mineral exploration companies were locked out of the Commonwealth’s 

JobKeeper program, leaving the sector with limited support and many companies having to stand 

down employees and cease exploration. Somewhat paradoxically, the mining and exploration industry 

were labelled ‘essential’ by Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments. Industry needs the 

Territory Government’s support now, to remain operational.  
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3https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/7d12b0f6763c78caca257061001cc588/a8e6e58c355009
0eca2582ce00152250!OpenDocument  
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Need for Government Assistance 

Geologically, the Territory has some of the greatest opportunities still available in Australia.  This is 

clearly seen by the high greenfield mineral exploration percentage, averaging near 50%. All of 

Australia’s largest mineral discoveries start with greenfield exploration. The mining industry is the one 

industry in the NT that can provide sustained economic growth to drive population growth and create 

further short-and-long-term opportunities, at the speed required to limit the effects of the likely COVID-

19 driven recession facing much of the world. The Territory currently has an estimated $6B of 

potential new mining projects, which could create 4,000 new jobs and achieve the ambitious 5% 

growth target, with the Government’s support.  

 

Operation Rebound Priorities 

In order to achieve the objectives of Operation Rebound, AMEC recommends the Government 

prioritises the following recommendations outlined below, under the five Rebound focus areas.  

The delivery of these priorities will boost the mineral exploration sector, which will drive the 

development and production of future mines, and support the Territory Government’s ambitious 

Rebound targets. Our industry is uniquely positioned to address each of the five Rebound priorities, 

beginning with urgent Government prioritisation and assistance, which will have flow-on effects to all 

areas of the Strategy.  

Government 

Recommendations: 

1) NT Government commits to undertake an incremental reform process; 

2) NT Government implement The Northern Territory Government Regulation-Making 

Framework; 

3) Create a new Department of Primary Industry and a separate Department of Resources with 

distinct roles; 

4) Develop an online approval system; 

5) Develop a standardised data policy that encourages the collation of data; 

6) Commission a Red Tape Review of the Whole of Government Approvals Process; 

 



 

Recommendation 1: NT Government commits to undertake an incremental reform process; 

The Territory’s opaque regulatory framework is unable to provide certainty, and recent reforms have 

concerned Industry due to their speed and scale. In particular, the rushed royalty and environmental 

reforms raised serious questions about due process.  

A clear, transparent, methodical, immutable process must be adopted that delivers incremental 

reform.  A focus on providing certainty must be a priority. In order to lower sovereign risk, the 

Government needs to provide stable, steady Government with, slow regulatory change and the 

reliable application of the law.   

Steady governance and implementation of new legislation provides the certainty necessary for 

investment. Over the long term lowering the sovereign risk of the Northern Territory will have the 

largest impact on the structural deficit, the economy and the future of the Territory. 

Recommendation 2: NT Government implement The Northern Territory Government 

Regulation-Making Framework; 

The Territory Government announced adoption of the best practice regulation via the Regulation 

Making Framework (RMF), which mandates the preparation of a Preliminary Regulation Impact 

Statement (PRIS) and the potential preparation of a Regulation Impact Statement (RIS)”4.  

However it does not appear a RIS was prepared prior to the introduction and consultation of the 

environmental legislative reforms.  A RIS was prepared after the Government had published an initial 

consultation legislative draft, part of which it had retracted, via media release.  This haphazard 

approach to change damages the Territory’s sovereign risk profile. 

The Northern Territory Government needs to apply its own Regulation Making Framework, consistent 

with the commitments it has made at COAG, to every piece of reform. 

Recommendation 3: Create a new Department of Primary Industry and a separate Department 

of Resources with distinct roles; 

The Department of Primary Industry and Resources is often conflicted with pastoralists and resource 

companies facing distinct issues on the same land.  It is widely considered by industry that the two 

silos, primary industry and resources, operate almost entirely separately. The administrative 

separation of title would not lead to a substantial change in current realities, however it would unfetter 

the Department from fully focussing on their respective regulatory roles. 

Recommendation 4: Develop an online approval system 

All Territory approvals should be done online. COVID-19 has proven that online approvals are 

manageable, and in most cases more efficient. A single online ‘portal’ for approvals could provide a 

method to: 

▪ simplify the necessary approvals;  

▪ provide ‘real time’ tracking of approvals; and  

 

4 https://treasury.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/490007/I-ECO-RMF.pdf 



 

▪ create a single channel for all Government to company communications 

An online channel will also facilitate more efficient workflows between the number of Government 

agencies that collaborate on projects.  

AMEC recommends forming a working group with industry to develop a base case for a shift to online 

approvals, similar to other States.  

In November 2019 the Prime Minister and WA Government announced the move to a single portal for 

State and Federal environmental approvals in WA, and a similar opportunity exists in the Territory.  

Shifting online will transform the way the Departments interact and work. Implementation will involve 

extensive planning and a long-term commitment to the process.  

Recommendation 5: Develop a standardised data policy that encourages the collation of data 

The world’s most valuable asset is becoming data, as it is crucial to successful mineral exploration 

and mining, which drive the economy.   

The availability of good, up to date data will underpin the development of the Territory. The need to 

balance the drive for open data with commercial confidentiality is managed by the NT Geological 

Survey in a highly effective way, with geological precompetitive data in the form of core samples and 

geoscientific surveys.  

Drilled samples may be held confidential for five years, and then must be provided to the 

Government5.  A similar approach is required for biodiversity data, environmental surveys and reports, 

hydrogeological surveys and other data collected.  

The NTGS highlights the important role State / Territory agencies play in promoting effective and 

efficient mineral exploration in Australia, by archiving statutory mineral exploration information and 

releasing it back into public domain for the use of future explorers. This is applicable to a broader 

range of data than geoscientific data. 

Information underpins good policy and regulation. The Territory Government needs to provide as 

much publicly available information as possible, in a standardised format that is accessible, usable, 

and allows for effective reprocessing by others in the future. 

 

5 https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/203493/guideline-7-reporting-on-mineral-titles-mineral-
reporting-template.pdf 

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/203493/guideline-7-reporting-on-mineral-titles-mineral-reporting-template.pdf
https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/203493/guideline-7-reporting-on-mineral-titles-mineral-reporting-template.pdf


 

Recommendation 6: Commission a Red Tape Review of the Whole of Government Approvals 

Process 

Each new mine creates jobs, revenues for local communities (and potentially) royalties for the 

Government. The Government has a role in facilitating development, and has control over the red 

tape costs faced by business.  

The Government must look to reduce red tape to limit the time and money businesses and individuals 

waste on current duplicative requirements. This has been, and remains a priority in most Australian 

jurisdictions, and should be in the Territory.  

AMEC recommends an independent review of the red tape in the whole of the Government approvals 

processes will support the expansion of own-source revenue, and significantly provide much-needed 

duplication reductions. 

Industry and Supply Chains 

Recommendations: 

7) Request Commonwealth Government Infrastructure funding to seal the Tanami Track 

between Alice Springs and the Western Australian border in the next two years; 

8) NT Government focus on facilitating the delivery of a gold processing mill; 

9) Expand the Darwin and Alice Springs Core Libraries; 

Recommendation 7: Request Commonwealth Government Infrastructure funding to seal the 

Tanami Track between Alice Springs and the Western Australian border in the next two years; 

Commonwealth financial support will allow the Territory to develop critical infrastructure, particularly in 

remote areas, providing substantial economic stimulus. The Commonwealth Government’s $5 Billion 

commitment to the Northern Australian Infrastructure Facility is an acknowledgment that the 

development of Northern Australia is limited by a lack of infrastructure.  A key project that both the 

Territory and Commonwealth Government have identified as needed, that will transform the Territory 

and open a new mineral’s province is the Tanami Track. 

The Tanami Track (Road) extends 703 kilometres from the Stuart Highway to the WA border. Two-

thirds of the road is unsealed, and a large portion is “unformed”, with the road being notoriously 

difficult to drive on and frequently washed away in the wet season.  

Upgrading the Tanami Road was identified as an infrastructure gap in the Northern Australian Audit in 

2015, it was placed on the Infrastructure Australia Priorities list in 2016.  An analysis of how to 

undertake this upgrade was outlined on Page 3 of the 2012-13 Assessment brief6. The Track was 

also listed as a priority project for the NT Government in the 10-Year Infrastructure Plan 2017 - 2026.7  

The key driver was to “Support the economic development of the mining industry”. 

 

6 https://infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/policy-publications/publications/files/NT_Tanami_Road.pdf 
7 https://dipl.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/428854/ntg-10-year-infrastructure-plan-web.pdf  

https://dipl.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/428854/ntg-10-year-infrastructure-plan-web.pdf


 

Sealing the Tanami Track will provide benefits beyond mining, supporting tourism and pastoral 

operations, as well as the Indigenous communities living along the track. This project is one of the few 

infrastructure projects that can legitimately claim to be a part of the Closing the Gap initiative, by 

transforming the connectedness of communities residing in the Tanami. 

Development of the Tanami Track will stimulate further long-term development of infrastructure, 

transforming the Territory. In the short-term, the development project will provide much-needed 

immediate stimulus and job creation to regional Northern Territory. 

Recommendation 8: NT Government focus on facilitating the delivery of a gold processing 

mill; 

In 2017 the NT Government undertook a feasibility study of developing a gold processing mill in 

Tennant Creek. Tennant Creek is surrounded by a substantial number of small gold deposits that 

could become economic to mine, if the processing costs were reduced by a centralised gold mill. 

This opportunity was quantified by the NT Geological Survey, conservatively estimating over 1.3 

million ounces (41 tonnes) of known remaining gold resources in 36 hard rock and three tailings 

deposits. Currently, one million ounces is defined to Joint Ore Reserves Committee status.  

In November 2017 the Territory Government committed to developing central gold processing 

facilities. In January 2019 the Warrego Mill refurbishment works were authorised, however since that 

announcement over a year and a half ago, Industry concern the plan will not eventuate is growing.  

The Government needs to provide a clear plan and timeframe to deliver the development of a gold 

mill to provide a cost-effective pathway from production to processing gold bars. 

Recommendation 9: Expand the Darwin and Alice Springs Core Libraries 

The storage of drill core underpins the provision of precompetitive data and geoscientific analysis. 

Nearly all mineral discoveries in the Territory have started with geologists considering the datasets 

and drill core samples publicly available at the Territory’s core libraries. 

The Territory’s two facilities, in Alice Springs and Darwin, are both nearly full. Alice Springs’ is 97% 

full while the Darwin facility is 97.5% full, with both anticipated to be at full capacity within the year. 

Without additional storage, tough decisions will need to be made about how much core can be kept 

and cost the Territory exploration opportunities. The core libraries are essentially a large shed with 

pallet racks. WA recently doubled their Kalgoorlie facility at a cost of $8M, with a Territory expansion 

likely to cost a similar amount. 



 

Investment 

Recommendations: 

10) Maintain the Resourcing the Territory for Resource Exploration programme; 

11) Incentivise downstream processing of minerals in the Territory; 

12) Introduce a Percentage of Sale Ad Valorem system for Mining Leases after July 2021; 

13) The Northern Territory Government not introduce cost recovery for assessment; 

Mineral exploration is inherently risky, with the Victorian Government estimating a conversion rate of 1 

in 300 at best, from exploration to a mining development, with a national decline in greenfields 

exploration and success rate, and increased depth at which deposits are being found. Mineral 

exploration involves substantial commitment, but it brings rewards. From 1990 – 2017, $1.68 of value 

was created for every $1 spent on exploration8. Raising capital in the market is very difficult for the 

small and junior mineral exploration companies who are credited with finding the majority of recent 

mineral reserves. As earlier discussed, the decline in the number of Territory companies listing on the 

ASX reflects the theme that capital and financing, especially when considering the mineral exploration 

to production cycle, is mobile. Companies and shareholders invest where they can get sufficient 

reward to balance the risk of a project not proceeding.  

Recommendation 10: Maintain the Resourcing the Territory for Resource Exploration 

programme; 

Government incentives, such as the Commonwealth JMEI or the Territory’s Resourcing the Territory 

for Resource Exploration programme are required to boost investor confidence, and increase the 

Territory’s investment attractiveness. Greenfield mineral exploration represents a public good, that is 

under supplied to the market if not supported by Government.  Funding for the existing Resourcing 

the Territory exploration programme should be extended into the future to ensure sufficient 

greenfields mineral exploration, supporting the growth of the industry and economy. 

The availability of accessible, comprehensive and current pre-competitive geoscience information is 

essential to encouraging mineral exploration activity. A separate evaluation of the South Australian 

PACE initiative (Plan for Accelerating Exploration) between 2004 and 2013 showed that an 

investment in precompetitive geoscientific data and collaborative drilling programmes provided returns 

on investment of over 20:1.  

Whether a discovery is then developed is a question of the geology and whether an economic return 

can be gained from mining the mineral.  The economics of a return are, in part, determined by factors 

within the Government and companies’ control such as the costs of land access, Government 

regulation, mining and processing the mineral.  There are also factors that are beyond the control of 

 

8 8 Slide 16, Ibid. 



 

the Territory Government such as the commodity price, market sentiment, financial sentiment, the 

value of the Australian dollar and remoteness. 

Recommendation 11: Incentivise downstream processing of minerals in the Territory; 

The Territory has a relatively untapped critical minerals potential. The increasing demand for critical 

minerals and other emerging commodity sectors such as potash, should be expanded to generate 

more job opportunities and increase revenue streams.  

In Western Australia, AMEC welcomed the Government’s decision to introduce a five per cent royalty 

Ad Valorem rate for lithium concentrate used as a feedstock for lithium hydroxide and lithium 

carbonate production. This reduction in the royalty structure encourages further downstream 

processioning in Western Australia, with a resultant increase in job opportunities and revenue 

generation.  

Western Australia has gone further, taking steps to support the development of the emerging minerals 

in brine industry by reducing mining tenement rental fees. These steps acknowledge that companies 

processing minerals further down the value chain (or have low margin, low impact, long-life projects 

over a large area such as potash) ultimately will return the same benchmark to the Government and 

community of other projects.  

As all capital is mobile, a result of the amendments to WA’s royalty structure has made investment in 

Western Australia more attractive to invest in vis-à-vis the Territory. 

The Territory also has a comparative advantage for the development and delivery of battery minerals, 

with increasing demand for renewable energy sources across the globe. The Northern Territory 

Government has the opportunity to capitalise on this market, by identifying a Minister and team to 

support the development of the battery minerals market, and actively attract investment. With suitable 

planning and coordination, sites could be named in the Middle Arm as a battery processing hub, 

adding to the Territory’s down streaming potential.  

Recommendation 12: Introduce a Percentage of Sale Ad Valorem system for Mining Leases 

after July 2021 

The current royalty, tax and third-party payments demanded in the Territory make it the highest cost 

jurisdiction to invest in Australia. The current “hybrid” royalty system in the Territory means the 

Government would receive more in royalty payments over the life of a mine than in any other State, 

and the lack of company incentives under this system, leaves the Territory with an unattractive royalty 

scheme.  

To increase its own-source revenue, the Government needs to increase investment rather than costs. 

This can be done by introducing a new, separate royalty system for new entrants. Yet to be 

developed mines should be levied a Percentage of Sale Ad Valorem. This system would be simpler 

and provide much-needed predictability in an overly complex jurisdiction, encouraging project 

development. 

AMEC recommends the Territory introduces an Ad Valorem system modelled on WA’s system for 

Mining Leases after July 2021 for new entrants.  



 

Recommendation 13: The Northern Territory Government not introduce cost recovery for 

assessment 

The Territory has the highest cost of doing business in Australia, significantly impairing its investment 

attractiveness. An opaque and complex royalty system and expenditure on a range of other 

Government and non-Government fees, charges and private royalties add to the total cost of investing 

in the jurisdiction.  

The Territory’s high entry costs to ‘get on the ground and explore’ is a further substantial barrier to 

investment, with most mineral exploration companies being smaller equity funded companies who do 

not have a producing asset that is a source of revenue to provide critical cash flow. Industry has 

suggested the Territory has the highest non-Government costs for gaining land access, particularly if 

mining or mineral exploration occurs on Aboriginal Freehold Land, representing 46% of the Territory.  

The non-Government costs include but are not limited to:  

▪ Land Council Agreement negotiation and ‘signature’ costs; 

▪ Travel and arrangement of on-country meetings; 

▪ Anthropological and archaeological survey and consultant fees; and 

▪ Costs of scared sites surveys 

The majority of these costs are opaque and bound in confidentiality agreements which do not allow 

mining or mineral exploration companies to reveal their true cost. Of the costs on record, such as 

Newmont’s published Newmont Tanami Operations Social Impact Assessment for 2019, between 

2014 and 2017, Newmont paid $55M in land use payments9 to the relevant Indigenous corporation, 

and $179M in royalties to the Government10. This highlights the ‘double payments’ to both Land 

Councils and the Government, regularly experienced in the Territory.  

The lack of infrastructure, both physical (roads, rail, water and power) and social (skilled labour) 

exacerbate the feeling of ‘remoteness’ in the Territory, and create additional costs. The high costs are 

coupled with a lack of certainty of access under the terms that are exploring for or extracting viable 

deposits, with contentions relating to the five-year veto on land access through the Aboriginal Land 

Rights Act 1976 significantly increasing the risks for exploration and mining.  

Some of the costs discussed above are not within the Territory’s ability to influence, as they are levied 

by other bodies or are practical out-workings of geography.  However, it is unrealistic for the 

Government to not recognise the impact of these costs and factor that in when setting their royalties, 

fees and charges.  The Government needs to factor these costs into their decision making. 

As a result of the opaque and uncertain investment environment in the Territory, despite its natural 

resource potential, many companies do not perceive the benefits to outweigh the cost of investing in 

the Territory, and instead invest in more attractive and welcoming jurisdictions.  

 

9 Pg 7-4 
10 Pg 7-2, Newmont Tanami Operations Social Impact Assessment, University of Queensland 

https://www.csrm.uq.edu.au/publications/newmont-tanami-operations-social-impact-assessment 



 

In order to raise the investment attractiveness of the Territory, work needs to be done to reduce the 

structural deficit, however Government needs to ensure this will not lead to the introduction of cost 

recovery. Cost recovery measures will reduce the already struggling investment attractiveness and be 

counter-productive to plans to grow the Territory’s economy.  

People and Liveability 

The mining and mineral exploration industry is the one industry in the Territory with the capability of 

providing sustained economic growth, to drive population growth and create further short and long-

term opportunities at the speed required. The current estimated $6B of potential new mining projects 

in the Territory would create 4,000 new jobs, and provide further encouragement to the families of 

mining and mineral exploration workers to relocate to the Territory.  

Mining and mineral exploration pay the royalties that fund the development of new roads, schools, 

hospitals, and public services such as transport and the Police. An increase in the presence of mining 

and mineral exploration activity in the Territory will increase the current liveability, which will in turn 

make the Territory a more inviting location for settlement.  

Territory Business 

Improving the investment and regulatory attractiveness of the Territory will ultimately invigorate 

demand for Territory good and services. Promoting the availability of local suppliers, reinforced by 

developing infrastructure and ongoing Government support, will encourage businesses to be 

innovative to adapt to new market conditions. COVID-19 has seen an increase in the amount of 

business conducted online and the rapid rate at which businesses had to change the way in which 

they operate. The presence of mining and mineral exploration activity will likely boost the presence of 

technological advancement, delivering more efficient and innovative ways of operating, with wide-

spread benefits to the community. Development in a prominent sector such as mining, generally tends 

to have a flow-on effect to other industries.   

Final comments 

AMEC urges the Territory Government to implement the recommendations outlined in this 

submission. They will make the Territory a more attractive investment and development location, and 

offer the opportunity for the Territory to explore its vast untapped mineral potential. Our industry has 

the capability to drive economic recovery and growth, but we need Government assistance to do so. 

We welcome further consultation on these important issues, and look forward to continued 

engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For further information contact: 

Neil van Drunen     or   Samantha Panickar 

Manager, WA, SA, NT & Industry Policy     Policy & Research Officer 

AMEC         AMEC 

0407 057 443        08 9320 5150  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix: Recommendations 

 

1) NT Government commits to undertake an incremental reform process; 

2) NT Government implement The Northern Territory Government Regulation-Making Framework; 

3) Create a new Department of Primary Industry and a separate Department of Resources with 

distinct roles; 

4) Develop an online approval system; 

5) Develop a standardised data policy that encourages the collation of data; 

6) Commission a Red Tape Review of the Whole of Government Approvals Process; 

7) Request Commonwealth Government Infrastructure funding to seal the Tanami Track between 

Alice Springs and the Western Australian border in the next two years; 

8) NT Government focus on facilitating the delivery of a gold processing mill; 

9) Expand the Darwin and Alice Springs Core Libraries; 

10) Maintain the Resourcing the Territory for Resource Exploration programme; 

11) Incentivise downstream processing of minerals in the Territory; 

12) Introduce a Percentage of Sale Ad Valorem system for Mining Leases after July 2021; 

13) The Northern Territory Government not introduce cost recovery for assessment; 

 

 

 


