
Priority Project 01
Freds Pass Sports and Recreation 
Reserve Funding
The Freds Pass Sports and Recreation 
Reserve, founded in 1976 now caters 
for approximately 10,000 users a week 
in an area that has the highest sport 
participation rate in the Northern 
Territory (25.53%).

The Issue
The fixed asset value on Council’s books maintained 
under a lease by the Freds Pass Sports and 
Recreation Reserve Management Board Inc. is above 
$5m with additional costs of fittings and content that 
are the ownership of the individual sporting clubs 
and user groups. Age of these fixed assets in many 
cases is nearing 20 to 30 years with a significant 
amount of structures uncertified.

In the recent five years the investments at the 
Marrara Sporting complex have totalled to more than 
$71.5m, making it an investment of approximately 
$863 per Darwin resident. 

Council has received $5.3m of NTG funding over 
the past years bringing the investment to $80 per 
resident.  

Opportunities
The reach of this regional sporting facility 
includes the local government areas of Coomalie, 
Litchfield and Palmerston including surrounding 
unincorporated areas, catering for approximately 
60,000 residents. 

There is an opportunity to improve the ability of 
residents to maintain a healthy lifestyle and support 
the development of children with sporting activities 
reducing travel time and increasing affordability.

Solution
A consistent and comparable small investment of 
$5m per year over the next four years would make 
a significant impact on the reserve and quadruple 
the NTGs commitment to these residents, still well 
below the average of the city counterpart. 

This would allow the reserve to improve existing 
facilities and explore the options of including popular 
sporting activities that are currently not present in 
the area., i.e. tennis, netball, basketball. 

Cost
NT Government Funding: $20m over four years

Council Funding: $600,000 project management 
cost 

Directorate: Community and Corporate Services

Approximate Jobs Created: 2 ongoing plus 
approximate 100 over four years in construction 

Attachments provided:

1. Masterplan 2018-2027 - Freds Pass Sports and 
Recreation Reserve Management Board Inc.

2. Priority action Plans updated March 2020


