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To whom it may concern 
 
 
We welcome the opportunity to provide a submission to the NT Rebound initiative led by the 
Territory Economic Reconstruction Commission.   
 
As part of the bridge to recovery from the profound economic impacts of COVID-19, on 7 June 
2020, the World Wide Fund for Nature-Australia (WWF-A) launched a Renewable Recovery 
Campaign. Attached is our proposal for a renewable economic stimulus which would drive new 
employment growth, provide greater diversity within the broader economy, and accelerate action 
to address climate change through technological solutions. 
 
We commend the focus on renewables in the first Territory Economic Reconstruction 
Commission Report and particularly support the proposed Renewable Remote Solar Program 
and investigating the opportunity for renewable energy zones underpinned by an HVDC cable.  
 
We are also encouraged by the NT Government’s recent announcements on batteries and 
renewable hydrogen. However, we believe there is an important opportunity for the NT 
Government to do much more to implement a Renewable Recovery package as part of your 
efforts to stimulate economic growth. We further note, the urgent need for stimulus as part of the 
economic recovery to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
We have talked to Australians from all walks of life about this topic, and we know they are 
enormously excited about the prospect of us becoming a renewable energy powerhouse. Using 
Aussie innovation and ingenuity, we could future-proof our own country, and lead the world too. 
Recent polling by WWF-Australia shows that nationally, when asked to choose between two 
positions, 69% of respondents said Australia’s potential to be an economic superpower of the 
post carbon world was more aligned with their thinking, than a critique of renewables which 
argued they were not a good solution for the future.  This holds up across all states and 
territories even across party lines.   
 
In a report commissioned by WWF-Australia, EY found an economic recovery based on 
renewables would boost local manufacturing, grow existing sectors and unlock new industries, 
increase exports, reskill our workforce, and reduce carbon pollution. This is the first step to take 
to become a “renewable energy powerhouse” - winning the race to the top that COVID-19 has 
presented us with. By combining what Australia is famous for - endless sunshine, huge land 
area, powerful winds, world-class expertise, and strong trade relationships – with the global shift 
to a low carbon future, we could lead the world in the export of renewable energy, technology 
and all the expertise that goes with it.  
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Business and industry agree that investment in the renewable industry will create thousands of 
jobs and future-proof us in the new world that is rebuilding out of the pandemic1. As a first step to 
achieving this vision WWF-Australia has consulted widely to develop five stimulus measures, of 
which four could play a significant part in the Northern Territory’s economic recovery and 
beyond, while positioning the Northern Territory as a leader in the global renewable economy. 
These measures involve: 
 
1. Delivering one new solar project in every community in the NT, cutting energy costs for 

thousands of community organisations, and freeing up funds to spend on core services. This 
should specifically, look at supporting Aboriginal communities and helping to reduce remote 
communities’ reliance on diesel. Local job development and Aboriginal ownership should be 
a priority focus of such a program.  

2. Unlocking Australia’s potential to become a leader in global battery manufacture.  We note 
the Commissions focus on battery metals mining, mineral processing and the deployment of 
batteries. 

3. Upgrading our critical manufacturing industries such as agribusiness and food processing to 
be more efficient and access renewable power sources, providing cheaper power bills, 
reducing reliance on polluting gas and invest the savings in new jobs. 

4. Putting the NT at the forefront of the emerging global renewable hydrogen market, 
capitalising on our world-leading renewable resources and increasing our own fuel security 
and energy reliability. 

  
A Renewable Recovery presents significant economic and job creation opportunities however, 
we urge the NT Government to ensure that it is done in such a way that increases environmental 
and social justice outcomes.  Including best practice community engagement and environmental 
assessment processes, adhering to principles such as “free, prior and informed consent” for 
Aboriginal communities associated with any development.  
 
In addition, we warn against any new gas developments in the Territory.  As the world commits 
to act on climate, new fossil fuel projects are likely to become stranded assets.  EY found that 
there are more than three times as many jobs in a renewable recovery than a fossil fuel-based 
recovery and as such focus on a renewable-based economic recovery pathway will stand the NT 
in good stead in both the short and long-term. 
 
It is not just jobs, and helping to meet emissions commitments, that flow from a renewable 
stimulus. There are major health benefits in a low carbon future. Covid-19 shutdowns have seen 
a reduction in pollution and significant improvements in air and water quality. Air pollution is one 
of the world’s leading risk factors for death, and evidence suggests long-term exposure can 
impact other aspects of health and wellbeing, including early childhood cognitive function. We 
recommend that the Commission and NT Government look at the co-benefits associated with 
economic stimulus measures including, but not limited to lowering emissions and health benefits. 
  
Please find attached the following: 
 

 EY Renewable Recovery Report.  This is an agenda setting report, that makes the case 
for renewables and clean energy to be a priority focus for stimulus programs aimed at 
kick-starting the economy as we emerge from the COVID-19 crisis.  This report identifies 
six focus areas for government action and recommends 12 opportunities that we 
recommend to the NT Government for implementation.   
 

 WWF-Australia Renewable Recovery Package Policy Paper. This document sets out 

$2 billion Renewable Recovery Package.  The Package consists of five proposed 
stimulus measures: Battery Nation, Electric Bus Revolution, Local Solar, Modernising 
Manufacturing and Accelerating Renewable Hydrogen. This paper includes a summary 
of the package, as well as costings, job numbers, case studies and policy design for 

                                                             
1 Industry backs calls for renewables to lead Australia back to prosperity | ABC News 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIChZPHUNDE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIChZPHUNDE


3 

 

each of the five measures.  These stimulus measures could be adapted to NT or the NT 
Government could advocate to the Federal Government to adopt these measures to 
ensure NT benefits from a renewable recovery. 

 
 WWF’s Hydrogen Position Paper. This document sets out WWF’s position on 

hydrogen and provides guidance for governments on the needs and opportunities 
associated with creating a large-scale renewable hydrogen industry for domestic needs 
and export. 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these concepts in greater detail.  Please contact 

Nicky Ison, Energy Transition Manager, directly on 0402 0345 80 or by email nison@wwf.org.au. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Dermot O’Gorman 

Chief Executive Officer 

WWF-Australia  

mailto:nison@wwf.org.au

